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| Two words come together like a perfect marriage: Righteousness and Faith. Because
| both are a running motif through Scripture, they’re the basis for a relationship with
! God. One could argue that they’re crucial for a relationship with each other.
1
IIn regards to righteousness the Old Testament views it as twins to Justice; they're
| often seen together. One might say the role of righteousness is to bring justice or to |
' make the wrong right. In the New Testament, Righteousness and Justice are born out |
1of the same Greek word. Anytime you're reading the New Testament and come|
| across “righteousness,” you can substitute it for “justice” and you won’t be wrong. Inl
| regards to faith, it may be the foundation of our relationship with God (Heb. 11:6). The
L unseen God calls us to see him which forces us to view him and this world through an !
| invisible prism or reality. Thus, we read, “the righteous will live by faith.” :
1
|

ISuri‘acmg four times in Scripture, first in the Old Testament and three times in the,
\ New Testament, God beckons his righteous ones to live their lives out in faith. Let’s!
' take a look at each time “the righteous will live by faith” appears in Scripture.

' e Habakkuk 2:4 When the prophet Habakkuk steps onto the stage, King Josiah has
|been killed in battle and his evil son, Jehoiakim, begins an eleven year policy of
| reversing all the reforms of his father. The gains under Josiah are quickly lost. InI
lHabakkuk’s complaint to God, “justice never prevails (while) the wicked hem in the |
| righteous” (1:4). Essentially, Habakkuk asks God, “What are you going to do about:
Ithe injustice in Judah?” God’s answer was beyond belief (1:5-6), as he was cultivating
| the Babylonians, raising them up to punish Judah for their sins. Such a move even |
:surprlsed the prophet as he stood before the Lord in disbelief. Then came God’ S|
1 comfort, “the righteous will live by his faith.” When the political forces, even fueled by |
1 God's will, bring destruction and death on your own nation so that the temple is razed |
|and C|t|zens are taken away in captivity, those who continue to trust God are the |
| righteous and their faith will be rewarded. As Peter might say, “Where will we go?!
| God has the words of eternal life” (Jn. 6:68). :
I
|. Galatians 3:11 In one of his first written epistles, if not the very first one, Paul |
| combats the false teaching that circumcision is necessary for salvation, or that law- |
:keeplng is a prerequisite for Kingdom entrance. Not only does Paul question their
i legalistic logic as it misaligns with their experience (3:1-5), but he also points to|
| Scripture: Abraham’s faith made him righteous (Gen. 15:6; Gal. 3:6-7), not his law-
|keep|ng or his circumcision. To drive his point home, Paul goes to Deuteronomy,
' where those who live under law are under a curse (27: 26) because the law is about !
| performance where, when properly graded, we’re deemed a failure. Instead, quoting :
| from Habakkuk, righteousness is about faith. For the Galatians once they embraced |
IC|rcumC|S|on and rule-keeping as a mandate to justify themselves before God, they
| stopped living by faith. |
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Prayer Requests

Peqqy Hollback Please continue praying
she will be blessed with better health.

Aiden Lyon Please pray for quick healing
of his broken arm.

Candy McClintic Please pray for continued
healing and recovery from back surgery.
Norm McGinnis Please pray for God’s
strength and comfort during this time.

Janine Morris Please continue prayers
for her strength and healing as she continues
treatment.

Ida Partlow She will be having hip replace-
ment surgery on Feb.8. Please pray all goes
well and that she’ll have a speedy recovery.
Margaret Reed Please keep her in your
prayers.

Kim Woods (Gary Glispie’s Sister) Please
continue to pray for healing.

Please pray for comfort for all those
mourning the loss of loved ones.

Please remember all the families
that are suffering with Covid in need
of healing, and for protection for all
of the caregivers.

Judi Allison Elbrooke Room #535
Esther & Gene Crisp Randall Res. #123
Sarah Gilliland Hillview Room #213

Homebound
Best Care Room#10

Helen Hayward
Ruth Morris

Please pray that God will heal our country
and protect us from the Evil One.

Elders Meeting Together

Prayer Session:
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— EVENTS

WELCOME BACK!
Sunday Morning Service

Teen Get Together
Today - At the Building - 5:30

Sunday Morning Live Streaming Links:

https://sunshinecofc.church/sermon-media
https://sunshinecofc.sermon.net

Welcome To All of Our Guests

We give a special welcome to all of our guests
today. If this is your first time to visit with us,
please stop by the Welcome Center in the foyer
at the conclusion of services, pick up your gift just
for being our guests today.

Thank you for coming. Please come back!

Gluten Free Communion Available

We have gluten free communion bread available
for anyone who needs it. It can be found at the
Welcome Center. You may simply pick it up
before the services on your way into the
auditorium.




WELCOME TO
SUNSHINE CHURCH of CHRIST

We invite you to join us for Online
Services.

Sunday Morning @ 10:00 AM
Sunday Eve. Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Eve. @ 7:30 PM

All Services Are Held Online
You may also call 855-565-7670
to hear the lessons by phone.
We extend our deepest
sympathy to Norm and Family
at the passing of our
Dear Sister Faye. She will be
missed so much by all her
Sunshine family and many
friends.

May God give His comfort and
peace to those that mourn.

Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt P Pt P Pt P Pt Pt Pt Pt P P Pt P Pt

HEY TEENS
Come join us for some fun and
food this afternoon @ 5:30, here at
the building.

Hope to see you here!
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Congratulations!
Ava Cronnin and Family
She was baptized into Christ
Tuesday Evening. We are so happy
for her decision. We will do all we
can to help in her new Christian life.

“Even the Angels Rejoice” Lk.15:10

Reasons “l Don’t Wash”

. My parents always made me wash
when | was a child.

. People who wash are hypocrites;
they think they are cleaner than
other people.

. There are so many different kinds
of soap, | could never decide
which one was right.

. lused to wash, but it got so
boring | just stopped.

. | still wash on special occasions—
like Christmas or Easter.

. None of my friends wash.

. I’m still young— when | get older
and need it more | might decide to
start washing.

. People who make soap are only
interested in your money.

. I’'m so busy | just can’t find the
time to wash.

. |l don’t want to get up early on my
only day off to wash.

Whether choosing not to Wash,
Or choosing not to Worship,
One excuse is as good as another.

January

Lets learn the Books of the Bible

39 Old Testament Books
27 New Testament Books
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e Romans 1:17 Underscoring the saving power of the Gospel (1:16), as God reveals his righteousness,
Paul links righteousness and faith together in the Habakkuk verse. If Romans was written to a church
struggling to keep the Jewish and Gentiles Christians together and unified, then the focus of the gospel’s
power is about ethnic diversity in the church. Salvation is for everyone who believes and the Christian life
is one rooted in faith from beginning to end. So Paul’s concern is not about how righteous people live,
which is Habakkuk’s concern, but on how sinful people become righteous regardless of ethnic back-
ground.

e Hebrews 10:38 For fear of the faithful shrinking back from their faith, the Hebrews writer offers a homi-
ly of encouragement (13:22) to keep them on track. As the writer nears the end of a section by recalling
earlier days when this community of believers stood their ground in faith, he worries they will throw it all
away (10:32-36). So to build a bridge that leads to a discussion of faith for those who endured (11:1-4),
the writer quotes from Isaiah and Habakkuk. Isaiah 26:20-21 has messianic overtones and quoting it here
may reference the Second Coming. Attaching Habakkuk 2:4 to Isaiah means that the righteous ones con-
tinue to persevere, patiently waiting for God to act for the good of his people. Specifically, believing Jesus
will return one day, even if he delays or difficult days lie ahead, they continue to live, act and walk in faith.

So we find ourselves as the “righteous living by faith,” and wherever our journey is taking us at the time
depends on how we view faith. If our national, political infrastructure falls apart, or we fear it’s falling
apart, then we trust God to hold us together (Hab. 2:4). If we reject the tallying of rule-keeping as a
means for salvation and accept righteousness on faith, then we trust God to save us, not ourselves (Gal.
3:11). If we give our sinful life over to God then he’ll make us righteous (Rom 1:17). If we continue to en-
dure hardship in faith while awaiting his return then we live in faith (Heb. 10:38). RERERZIEEEEEEY

Soli Deo Gloria!
(i.e., only God is glorified!)

Have a wonderful day!



